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ADVERTISEMENT, 


The FFriter, who is a Man of the Shade, can 
think of no better Means to attain his End, than 
ſubmitting the following Thoughts te the kind 
Patronage of Men of ſuperior Intelligence; by 
whoſe Means they may be recommended and read 
where they are like to prove uſeful. 
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Thoughts on civil and religious Liberty and the 
Rights of Men, ſo far as either of them is 
contained in, or applies to the preſent Con- | 
duct of the French, in what they call reform- | 
ing their own Conſtitution, and vainly or | 
miſchievauſly propoſe as a bright example t9 
enlighten the reſt of Mankind, for the great 
and grand purpoſe of an univerſal Reforma- 
tion, in Governments, Laws and Religion. 
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IF we contemplate the views, the deelara- | 
tions, or, at leaſt, the intentions of theſe Peo- 
ple, the reſult is ſimply this,“ That they 
will have every thing their own way, and that 
not only at home but abraad: and whilſt we 


A2 Con- 


( 4 J 


conſider this diſpoſition of theirs (which, by 
the way, hiſtory ſhews us to be no new 
thing) merely as a phyſical or natural evil, we 
may call it a diſtemper, and conclude it to be 
epidemical amongſt them; hoping, however, 
that time, reflection, or medicine (for their 
neighbours, the Germans, are excellent doctor 


wall ſpeedily remove it.* 


But if we take it up in a more ſerious, or 
in a moral light, it muſt,appear too vain and 
conceited, too wayward and intzelerable, to 
find approbation or ſupport any where; and, as 
any further diſquiſition therefore, either phy- 
ſical or moral, would be impertinent, I ſhall 
content myſelf with an attempt to refute their 
deſigns by a thought of Monſ. Paſcall, one of 
| their 


*- Although this little ſally of the writer may have 
miſſed its aim for the preſent, time will not fail to 
verify it, and in a manner perhaps that humanity 
"may ſhudder at, 


144 
their own countrymen, who ſays, “ Our 
own will, though it ſhould obtain its largeſt 
wiſh, would always keep us in uneaſineſs: 
but the very inſtant that we abandon our own 
will, we grow ealy. We can never be ſatisfied 
with it, nor ever diſſatished without it.“ With 
this remark only on the ſpirit of this admirable 
writer, that if mere faſhionable morality cannot 
reach the depth and ruth of this his obſerva- 
tion, religion will not fail to ſet it forth, in 
all its brighteſt colours, as one grand cr:/erion 


of human happineſs. 


It will not only teach that nation, but our 
tun,, that the diſcontent of every man with 
himſelf, is the cauſe of ſuch general Revolu- 
tions. For if it were truly, as they have pre- 
tended it to be, the vices of their Clergy, their 
Nobleſſe, or of their expatriated Princes, they 
ſhould recollect, that all theſe are but men, 
Humanum ef errare,” and ſhould be able 
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themſelves to give the world (whom they are 


attempting to reform) ſome goood reaſon why 
they have exempted their King only from er- 
Tor? why they have manifeſted ſuch a ſtriking 
and unaccountable diſtinction in their detaining 
him? Will they tell us it is for his poſitive or 
diſtinct virtues? or leave the reſt of mankind 
to aſcribe this ſingular meaſure to their own 
feveriſb purpoſes ? For my own part, I queſtion 
not that Monarch's virtues, any more than I 
would doubt the virtues or the foibles of their 
Princes, or of their Nobleſſe; but at the ſame 
time, I am not afraid to aſk, whether French- 
men are wiſer or better than other nen? Where 
then, again, is the cauſe of diſcontent among 
Frenchmen of all the world, but in pride and 
felf-will ? And where is their cure? But only 
in that they ſhould look amongſt themſelves, 
every man into his own heart, and not preſume 
to interrupt, perplex and involve their neigh- 
bours and ſurrounding nations? For what has 
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Hungary, or Poland, or Auſtria, or Pruſſia, 


or any part of the Germanic Empire, or Spain, 
or any other country, to do with the virtues or 
vices, or intern domeſtic quarrels or regu- 
lations of France? or which of them have in- 
terfered with either ? In that reſpeQ, ſuffer- 
me to uſe a vulgar Engliſh proverb, full, 
however, of good ſterling ſenſe; “ Let every 
tub ſtand on its own bottom.” What has Old 
England to fear or to care about France, but 
on-the ſcore of compaſſion and humanity for its 
indiſcretions, and the approaching calamitiesof 
its individuals? And here I cannot omit ano- 
ther good old proverb; — Felix, &c. Happy 
is he whom other men's harms make wary.” 
Let us, my Countrymen, mind our own farm, 
and our own merchandize. If our neighbours 
ſet their barns or their warehouſes on fire, ei- 
ther careleſsly or wilfully, we know how to 
diſtinguiſh the duties of humanity, and what 
conduct we ought to hold on ſuch occaſions, 
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and how to form a ſober judginent between 


accident and deſign. 


With reſpect to their fammy quarrels and 
internal diſcontent about pride, rank and pre- 
cedence, on the one hand, and an zmpre&4:icable 
equality on the other, their countryman, above 
quoted, has another moſt excellent and appli- 
cable obſervation : *©4* How wiſely,” ſays he, 
* has it been ordained, to diſtinguiſh men 
rather by the exterior ſhew, than by the inte- 
rior endowments. Eereis another perſon and 
I diſputing the way ; who ſhall have the pre- 
ference in this caſe * Why, the better man of 
the two. But I am as good a man as he: fo 
that, if no expedient be found, he muſt beat 
me, or I muſt beat him. Well! but all this 
while he has four footmen at his back, and I 


have but one. This is a viſible advantage ; 


we need but count noſes to diſcover it. It is. 


my part, therefore, to yield, and I am a block 
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head if I conteſt the point. See here an eaſy. 
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method of peace! the great ſafeguard and ſu- 


preme happineſs of this world!” 


Now, as to the diſtinction between civil and 
religious liberty, it is, I confeſs, too difficult 
for me: it is like the new-fangled doctrine ot. 


the Rights of Man. 


How can a man, for inſtance, be reſtrained 
from going to public worſhip after his own 
manner, without conceiving an invaſion of his 
q perſonal right of loco-motion, or civil liberty ? 
F Or how can two men (conceiving they have an 
equal right) be in the ſame place at the ſame 
inſtant? Their right is certainly equal, but it 
is a right to conceive an error only. Such 
however, is the liberty that the deluded part 
of mankind ſeem, at preſent, to contend for; 
and here I hope I ſhall not be thought too ſe- 
rious or tireſome, if I once more quote their 
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countryman againſt them, which I am induced 
to do, merely becauſe they ſeem to have ſmo- 
| thered all religion under the feather-bed of 
philoſophy. All is now philoſophy in France, 
and that nation its profeſſors, in the moſt wild 
and extravagant range of it, with a view, no 
doubt, to ſet up a better religion than that 
which they have deſtroyed; but in this, let 
them attend to what Monſ. Paſcall ſays :—* It 
is infallibly certain, that the ſoul is either 
mortal or immortal. This ought to make an 
entire change in morality ; and yet, ſo fatal 
was the blindneſs of the old philoſophers, that 
they framed their whole moral ſyſtem without 
the leaſt dependence on ſuch an enquiry.” 


If the French attend to this, they will, no 
doubt, bring their philoſophy to its true crite- 
rion, and as undoubtedly and. happily ſucceed 


in their project of a general reformation ; but 


never 
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never without it: for Toutnay and Mons are 


totally out of the queſtion. 


Thoſe who are under the deluſion of that 
ſort of liberty, which the French affect to 
preach to all mankind, have yet a better guide 
in him who tells them that Where the ſpirit 
of the Lord is, there is liberty.” 


Now the firſt term ir this propoſition being 
wiſdom, it follows that there can be ns liberty 
without wiſdom. It follows, alſo, that theſe 
terms cannot be ſeparated ; nor any one of 
them ſubſiſt in effect without the other. 

/ | 

Were I capable, or could I bring myſelf 
to attempt writing any thing worthy the natice 
of the public, ata time like this, I would en- 
deavour to call their attention to my book under 
a title very different to that of Mr. T. Paine's ; 
it ſhould be on © the Rights of other Men," 
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fearing that when a man talks of right or 
rights, he is apt to be inflated with ſelf-love, 
ſelf-will, and his own importance and con- 
ſequence, and thinks of no other right but 
that of his own heated and deluded imagi— 
nation. ? 


May, 1792. IRI. 
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Since writing the abebe, the Doftor has 
thought of the following, as a cheap, ſafe 
and pleaſant Remedy againſt Madneſs, from 
the Bite of a French Philsſspher, aud an 
infallible Cure for that while Nation. 


R. They who would enjoy any thing like 
the happineſs and liberty of England, muſt 
take the Laws, Religion and Morals of that 
People, as the beſt fermula, made into a 


potion 


1 
potion or bolus, once, at leaſt, every day of 
their lives; for it has been found, by long 
experience, that all thoſe, of whatever na- 
tion, who/have lived in the country under a 
contrary regimen, or different medicine, have 
been always fick and ailing, and unhappy in 


their minds. 


N. B. Theſe Medicines are prepared by 
Meflrs. KEenyoON, ASHURST, BULLER and 
GRrosE, Weſtminſter; J. Mooke and Co. 
Lambeth ; and by W. PiTT, Downing Street ; 
for the benefit of ſuch diſcaſed French, or 
other Philoſophers, as are now in this King- 
dom; with full directions for uſing them, and 
with good allowance for retail and exporta- 


tion. 
TR——T. 
( Od. 25th, 1792. Pol. M. D. 


*,* This receipt will be found extremely uſe- 
ful in all Country Families, throughout 
England, Wales, Scotland ard Ireland. 
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The follatwing was intended for inſertion in 
Tre Times; but gave way te the more 
important matter of Debates and Aſſoctattons. 


— 


AMIDST the variety of opinions delivered 
in thoſe deſultory converſations that one is 
almoſt daily ſubje& to, both in town and coun- 
try, and more eſpecially in the preſent con- 
juncture of political, I ſhould rather ſay of 
human affairs, one 1s really at a loſs how to 


eſtabliſh any permanent concluſion. 
FR 


This obſervation, therefore, has led me into 
the following refleQions :— 


A vain, ambitious, reſtleſs, fooliſh nation, 
who, to be ſure, conſtitute a very large maſs 
of what is commonly called human nature, 


and who haye ever been the peſt of political 
ſociety 


. 


ſociety in every corner of the globe, have 
taken a ſudden freak into their heads at once 
to enlighten and emancipate from ſlavery and 
tyranny all the reſt of mankind, under the cry 
of Liberty! But ſhall à wiſe and prudent Peo- 
ple, famed for this ſacred bleſſing, under 
which we have been fo deſervedly celebrated 
for juſtice and generoſity towards the reſt of 
the world in matters of war, of commerce 
and religion, —ſhall we, I ſay, my country- 
men, fall into the deluſion, and not perceive 
the treachery of their deſigns? Is there a ſingle 
man amongſt us ſo ignorant or unreaſonable 
as to wiſh for the liberty of having every 
thing done his own way? Can we all have 
this and that, and be here and there at the ſame 
inſtant Strange inconſideration that men 
thould only ſo much as ſigh after what is 
alike an impoſſibility in government, in reli- 
gion, and in nature; and ſuffering ſuch an 
adea, for a moment, to bear the name of 


rights 
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rights or liberty, ſhould perſiſt, by any kind 


t of argument, to ſubſtantiate the viſion ! 


It ſeems of the higheſt importance at this 


very conjuncture, that our countrymen ſhould 


take a comparative view of the French Nation 
and of our own, to ſee how far our ſituations 


are ſimilar, before we aſſent to a ſimilar mode 


of reform : whether in morality, government, 


Jaws, or religion. 


The leſs informed amongſt us may take it 
implicitly on truſt from thoſe of our coun- 
trymen, whoſe education and employment 
enables them to inform us of the ambitious 
views and perfidious conduct of the French 
Nation under their Grand Monarque, during 
{what I call the age of folly) their ſiecle d'or 
or golden age of Lewis XIV. an age that 
good ſenſe, and even good nature, muſt look 
back 
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LY 
back at with pity anddiſdain#. Are theſe, then, 
a people who ſhall preſume to teach us poli- 
tical wiſdom, under the deluſive appellation 
of liberty? A liberty which, as they have 
themſelves exhibited it, conſiſts in conceiving 
a right that every man, under the deſcription 
of Citizen Preſident, Citizen Shoemaker, and 
Citizen Equality, may do juſt what he likes, 
without aſking whether his fellow-citizen is 
content, or even conſidering whether he him- 


ſelf ſhould like the ſame liberty to be taken 
with him. 


And it is here evident that the terror of be- 
ing controlled by that Chriſtian precept, 
« Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf," 
has determined ſuch of them as are guided 
only by ſelf-love and ſelf-will, to aboliſh at 
once all religion, all churches, and all the 
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vide Treaties of Munſter,. the Pyrenean and ſub- 
ſequent Treaties. 
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prieſtbosd, that they might alſo at once re- 
move every barrier to their own ſelf-grati- 
fication ;—and that this is the true ſource of 
all their diſorder, confuſion and misfortunes, 
muſt be no leſs evident to every thinking man 
amongſt us. Shall we ſuffer ſuch ideas to be 
tranſplanted into our happy ſoil, and en- 
grafted on our free and generous minds?— 
Forbid it Wiſdom ! Forbid it Honour! For- 
did it Virtue! 


Could they poſſibly have marked the de- 
pravity of their minds, or the baſeneſs of 
- their defigns, in ſtronger colours, than in 
tampering, as they have done, with the poor- 
eft, uninformed, and diſcontented of our pev- 
ple? Had their deſigns been noble and vir- 
tuous in the purſuit of liberty, they had made 
a very different, an open and generous, appeal 
to the wiſdom and power of our nation, to 
have guaranteed to them a liberty amongſt 
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themſelves, if ſuch a thing were really prae- 
ticable amongſt a people'that never yet knew 
what it was; who never yet ſeemed to like 
it in its genuine purity ; and who can ſcarce, 
therefore, be allowed deſerving of it: for 
though they have ever envied the felicity which 
our liberty (from its being rightly underſtood) 
has always enſured to us,—they never knew 
the true ſource, the pure fountain, the ſacred , 
ſtream from whence the freedom of our coun- 
try flows. Let us leave them, therefore, and 
their baſe deſigns upon us, to the contempt they 
deſerve. Let us join in heart and hand to 
preſerve our own Conſtitution, as by Law 
eſtabliſhed, in King, Lords and Commons ; and 
let our equality conſiſt only in mutual conh- 
dence, and in good will one towards another. 
Let us open our eyes to theſe awful and im- 
pending miſchiefs that await all mankind, 
anarchy and impiety. Let us be on the de- 
fenſive at leaſt; and if circumſtances oblige 
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us to do more, let us implore the aſſiſtance 


of the Supreme Power in reſtoring peace and 
4 ' tranquillity to our own and neighbouring na- 
1 tions, by the prudence of our councils, and 
the ſucceſs of our arms, 


14th Dec. 1792. TRI. 
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